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Because of You, Carrie and Her Children Have a Home

Read More Inside! Carrie’, a young mother from
Callahan, worked hard to

provide for her three small
children. As a single mother,
Message from the she was solely responsible for

Barnabas Center providing a home, putting food

President/CEO on the table, keeping her kids

and Board Chair clothed and making sure they

have everything they need. But
when she unexpectedly lost her
job, her stability came crashing

down. With no eligibility for , ,
USRI unemployment, she had to e Iving nsable housing hars to

Families with act fast and make seemingly Barnabas Center’s help.
Vital Resources impossible choices.
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The little savings she had quickly went toward groceries. Her food
budget could not stretch as far as it used to three years ago due to
inflation. Soon enough, rent was due, and she came up short. Eviction
was near and Carrie knew that homelessness would follow.

She could not imagine her three small children bouncing
from couch to couch or living in her car. What kind of life
would that be?

As she struggled day by day, Carrie came across an ad for Barnabas Center. Without hesitation,
she called the number, and in a few days, Carrie sat down with a case manager who reviewed
what she needed. Thanks to the generosity of donors like you, our Empowerment Program team
provided her with emergency financial assistance for rent as well as backpacks, school supplies
and a Walmart gift card. This support gave Carrie and her children the most precious gifts of all:
stability and safety in their own home.

Because of your compassion Carrie didn't have to choose between feeding her children or keeping
a roof over their heads. Instead, she and her family can now rebuild with hope and dignity.

Your gift makes success stories like Carrie's possible. Thank you for ensuring that families in crisis
have a lifeline when they need it most.



Your Donations Gi

Dear Friends,

As fall settles into Nassau County, many of
us welcome cooler evenings, football games
and family gatherings. But for too many of
our neighbors, this season also brings heavy
burdens: rising food and housing costs and
mounting medical bills.

The need for food assistance has grown
significantly. Since July, Barnabas Center
has seen a 35% increase in families visiting
our food pantry, including 1,033 children. In
response, we launched two evening food
distributions each month so working parents
can access food outside reqular work hours.

Because of your generosity, Barnabas
Center continues to provide relief and

hope for families facing hardship. Your
support ensures that no child goes to bed
hungry, prevents homelessness and provides
dffordable health care.

Every day, your kindness is at work helping
parents like Carrie keep a roof over her
children’s heads, ensuring uninsured
residents receive specialty care and giving
comfort to those in crisis. You are the reason
hope endures in our community.

With heartfelt thanks,

Jamie Reynolds
President & CEO

(o (M onme

Jim DuCharme
Board Chair

Take alook at our new refrigerated truck!
Thanks to generous funding from Baptist
Health and Baptist Medical Center Nassau,
Barnabas Center is enhancing our ability to
source fresh healthy food for our pantry.

The Okefenoke Foundation donated

a generous amount of money to our
nutrition program serving west Nassau.

L to R: OREMC Trustee Ramona Jones,
Barnabas Center Health Services Manager
Steve Chafin, Barnabas Center Chief
Development Officer Tania Yount and
Barnabas Center Empowerment Programs
Case Manager/Resource Coordinator
Priscilla Eljaiek.



ve Help and Hope

Connecting Families to Lifesaving Care in Nassau County

When uninsured families in Nassau County need
medical care, Barnabas Center connects them with
compassionate community partners who step up when
it matters most.

Through our partnerships we refer our clients in need to
providers who support them in their specialized cases.
For example, we refer patients who need a biopsy or
scan to Ackerman Cancer Center.

“I believe everyone deserves access to world-class
cancer care, no matter their circumstances,’ said Dr.
Scot Ackerman. “At Ackerman Cancer Center, we are
privileged to be the only radiation cancer treatment
center on the island, and proud to partner with
Barnabas Center in connecting people with hope

and healin g’ Dr. Ackerman is committed to
. providing care for everyone no
Last year, community health programs donated $1.9 matter their income.

million worth of in-kind health care services. These

donations provided lifesaving surgeries, critical

medications, and specialty treatments for neighbors who would otherwise go without.
Whether Barnabas Center can directly help or not, we connect patients with the care they
need. We can do this because of a process called sovereign immunity.

In Florida, sovereign immunity provides certain legal protections for volunteer health
professionals who deliver free care through recognized nonprofit programs. This safeguard is
crucial. It removes a major barrier that might otherwise discourage providers from donating
their expertise. Instead of worrying about legal exposure, providers can focus on what they do
best - healing people.

It's all possible because of donors like you. Your support allows Barnabas Center to coordinate
these vital partnerships, provide the sovereign immunity framework and ensure that families in
need can access care with dignity.

Thank you to our 23

specialist partners!




Barnabas Center Invests in Keeping Health Care Local

Across the country, communities are losing health care
providers. The impact can be devastating for local residents.
When patients lose access to preventative care, their health
issues worsen, and then it becomes too late to get help. At
Barnabas Center, we are determined to prevent that here in
Nassau County.

Thanks to the David Berkman and Ken Owens Fund for
Professional Excellence, Barnabas Center is proactively
investing in its medical and dental teams to hire and

retain exceptional providers. This fund, created through
the extraordinary generosity of Mrs. Betty Berkman in
memory of her husband David, as well as in honor of the
Barnabas Center volunteer dentist Dr. Ken Owens, ensures
that providers receive advanced training, professional
development and resources to continue serving with
excellence and dignity.

Dr. Charles Cotton has been working
at Barnabas Center for 4 years.

Dr. Charles Cotton, a Barnabas Center dentist, said the fund allowed him to complete advanced
training in implant-retained dentures.

“Many of our patients at Barnabas Center are unfortunately missing their teeth, and | will be able
to use this knowledge to help them chew and smile again,’ Cotton said.

By investing in our own team, our Nassau County neighbors will receive quality
medical, dental and behavioral health services, regardless of their ability to pay.

For more information about the Professional Excellence Fund and how you can support keeping
high-quality care accessible for all, please contact Tania Yount, chief development officer, at
tyount@barnabasnassau.org or call 904.261.7000 ext. 107.

Your Donations Give Help and Hope

Barnabas Center is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization. For questions about
programs, donations or planned giving opportunities, please contact Tania
Yount at 904.261.7000 or tyount@BarnabasNassau.org.

Your gifts help provide food, clothing, housing/utility assistance and health care for those in need.

*Stories contained within the publication are representative of the participants served throughout Barnabas
Center’s wide array of programs. Names and photos have been changed for privacy.
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